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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, hov^^ver, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the maUing date of this communication, 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wilt be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 28 October 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL, 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 7il2 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to v^ich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sonnenschein et al (6125080) and further in view of Reynolds (5929777) and Nitta et al 
(5950127). 

Regarding claim 1 Sonnenschein et al teaches a device for transmitting SOS 
signals in a mobile telecommunication terminal (MTT), comprising (figs. 1-2): 

a memory for storing code signals of a format corresponding to each of a plurality 
of SOS phrases (col. 2, lines 41-64); 

a user interface for selecting one of the SOS phrases stored in the memory of the 
MTT (col. 2, lines 41-64, col. 6, lines 55-67, col. 11, line 40-col. 12, line 4); 

a control section for selecting the stored code signal corresponding to the 
selection of a user (coL6, lines 55-67); 

a frequency generation section for generating a local oscillating frequency signal 
of a predetermined bandwidth (col. 4, lines 4-18, col. 9, lines 3-35, col. 7, lines 27-49); 
and 



Application/Control Number: 09/737,409 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2686 

a frequency modulation section for modulating a frequency of the selected code 
^ signal of the corresponding format by inputting the local oscillating frequency signal of 
the predetermined bandwidth, and transmitting the modulated signal (col. 3, line 64-col. 
4, Iine18, col. 9, lines 3-35, col. 7, lines 27-49). Sonnenschein et a! does not 
specifically teach When in an SOS service mod and for communicating with an other 
MTT via a base station when not in the SOS service mode, wherein the MTT transfers 
to the SOS service mode when the user requests emergency assistance and when the 
MTT cannot communication via the base station. 

In an analogous art, Reynolds teaches When in an SOS service mod and for 
communicating with an other MTT via a base station when not in the SOS service 
mode (col. 3, lines 45-64, col. 6, lines 14-47), wherein the MTT transfers to the SOS 
service mode when the user requests emergency assistance (col. 3, lines 45-64, col. 6, 
lines 14-47). A radio receiver of beacon unit receives message transmitted on a radio 
frequency communication channel, from central base control (102). The received 
message is stored in the message storage device. The signaling device generates 
coded infrared distress signal (114) to convey message corresponding to receive 
information to a locator device (116) housed in portable units. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the device of Sonnenschein et a! by specifically adding feature the MTT 
transfers to the SOS service mode when the user requests emergency assistance in 
order to enhance system performance as taught by Reynolds. Reynolds does not 
specifically teach when the MTT cannot communication via the base station. 
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In an analogous art, Nitta et al teaches when the MTT cannot communication via 
the base station (coL 1 1 , line 50-col. 12, line 20). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device 
of Sonnenschein et al and Reynolds by specifically adding feature the when the MTT 
cannot communication via the base station in order to enhance system performance the 
first communication mode and the second communication mode are switched based on 
the parameters (areas beyond reaches of signal sent from a base station) of the 
information received by the mobile station as taught by Nitta et al. 

As to claim 7 it is considered the claim is rejected for the same reason as set 
forth in claim 1 . 

Regarding claims 2 and 8 Sonnenschein et al teaches wherein the user interface 
provides a sentence editing function for editing the SOS phrases (col. 1 1 , line 40-col. 
12, line 5). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9 Sonnenschein et al teaches wherein the frequency 
bandwidth is a bandwidth used by rescue teams (col. 3, lines 53-col. 4, line 18, col. 12, 
lines 55-67). 

Regarding claims 4 and 10 Sonnenschein et al teaches wherein the frequency 
bandwidth is a high frequency bandwidth (col. 3, lines 5-1 1 ). 

Regarding claims 5 and 1 1 Sonnenschein et al teaches wherein the frequency 
generation section generates a predetermined frequency allotted for an SOS service in 
the mobile telecommunication terminal (col. 3, line 53-col. 4, line 18, col. 9, lines 3-35). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 12 Sonnenschein et al do not specifically teach wherein 
the code of the corresponding format is Morse code. Sonnenschein et al teaches the 
communication device includes a demodulator for demodulating received modulated 
signals to produce a demodulated string. A decoder is used for decoding a message 
from the demodulated string. A display displays a received message and an 
identification code of a transmitter. 

In an analogous art, Reynolds teaches wherein the code of the corresponding 
format is Morse code (col. 4, lines 24-26, col. 6, lines 53-54). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the device of Sonnenschein et al by specifically adding features in order to 
enhance system performance of the code of the corresponding format is Morse code 
purpose of increasing the efficiency of system as taught by Reynolds. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KHAWAR IQBAL whose telephone number is 703-306- 
3015. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BANKS-HAROLD, MARSHA, can be reached at 703-305-4379. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer 
Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

Khawar Iqbal 
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(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2684 only) 
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